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ghosts of ready reference 

prepared and maintained by R.JXP 



INTRODUCTION BY WAY OF EXPOSITION 


Collected in this zinc are the remnants of ^ 
brary’s ready reference card file collection. Before 

provided immediate access to the most arcane 
ictoids, librarians dutifully amassed note cards of 
iformation and trivia. Created by necessity, these 
ollections were living tides of cultural ^inuhae, ^owi 
hrinking based on the questions encountered by the 
eference desk staff. Sometimes typed, sometinies hand- 
•crawled and sometimes mere clippings from Ann Landers, 
Ssrl eaky reference cards provided a rare and quantifiable 
Ldow into the daily toils of a reference desk. 






They are being lost, destroyed or left to the hungry 
machinations of dust mites. The library in which I work 
charged me and a co-worker to shift through this collection, 
blasting away the claggy sediments to strip-mine out those 
nuggets of information still useful in today’s high-speed- 
dedicated-line world of instant inquiry gratification. Those 
cards ripe with relevance will eventually, themselves become 
bytes of digitized code, accessible without standing up or 
barely swiveling a mouse. 

What this zine is, then, is a collection of some of the cards 
we could not save, printed here for your edification and 
bemusement. A monument, of sorts, to all the hours of 
scissor-cutting and hand-copying that filled the otherwise 
absent mornings of librarians long since retired. 

Interspersed throughout are transcripts of actual reference 
transactions that I have participated in while working as a 
reference librarian. 

To imagine doing my job, the job of a reference librarian 
in a public library, just look around whatever local dive bar 
(close to last call when all who are left are the hopeless, the 
desperate and the frustrated, pushing around the soaked 
wagons of anger and resentment), coffee shop (on a weekday 
morning in the middle of the month, when the SSI dregs are 
bumming smokes while struggling to complete yesterday’s 
crossword), or some punk rock club (when some eutesy Emo 
band from Chicago is meandering through a soft set of bitter 
anthems dedicated to their neglected penises). Take a good, 




unflinching look around, scan the crowd, inventory the 
malformations and skewed, crusty eyes and enlarged tongues 
of all those people sharing the room with you. As you 
experience the dread of their presence, somewhat sickened by 
your proximity to the clogged blackheads and rolls of skin 
unnaturally protruding undertight clothes; now imagine that 
each and every single one of them has license, even an 
encouraged duty, to ask you any and every question that 
might surge through their scrambly egg noggins and that you 
HAVE to do two things : © You MUST take them 
completely seriously (no matter what incoherence, odors, 
incontinence, or confused stupidity issues from their person) 
and then ©being as polite and amicable and helpful as you 
can, FIND THEM THE ANSWER! Because once they latch 
onto you, they will not give up or abate until you have 
rendered their inquiry fully answered ^ by producing 
verifiable sources and authoritative documents, which is 
unusually more difficult at times than it seems it should be. 
This also means, sinarty-pants, that all your lies are out 
of the question! 

I have developed the strange and possibly horribly 
unethical habit of recording the more dangerously 
parasitic interactions I have witli the insatiable 
knowledge lust of the general population. In part to 
document for history’s sake the daily insanity and in 
part to record for my own sanity those moments of lucid 

paychTcr"** 




Color is the reflection of a man's personality 
The suit, shift, and especially the tie he 
wears, enhances his individuality. You 
can be color-wise and present a neat, 
well-coordinated appearance if you follow 
this simple color chart. 


Wide and triangul 
—for wide-spread 
shirt collars. 


Medium symmetrical 
triangle—for 
standard shirt collars. 


Long and straight— 
to complement a 
standard shirt colla 
























rOUR MIRROR 
REflECTlOH 


Start vfith wide 
end of tie on 
your right and 
extending a foot 
below narrow 



Cross wide end 
over narrow and 
bring up through 
loop. 


' Bring wide end 
down, around 
behind narrow, 
and up on your 
right. 





Start with wide 
end of tie on 
your right and 
extending a foot 
below narrow 



Start with wide 
end of tie on 
your right and 
extending a foot 
below narrow 
end. 


Start with end 
in left hand 
extending 
below that in 
right hand. 


Cross wide end 
over narrow and 
turn back 
underneath 


Srmg up and 
turn down 
through loop. 





Cross wide end 
over narrow, and 
back underneath. 




Cross longer end 
over shorter and 
pass up through 
loop. 


Continue around, 
passing wide end 
across front of 
narrow once 


Form front loop 
) of bow fay 
doubling up 
shorter end 
(hanging) and 
placing across 
collar points. 







Complete by 
slipping down 
through the knot 
in front. Tighten 
and draw up 
snug to collar. 


And down 
through knot in 
front. Tighten 
carefully and 
draw up to collar. 



Hold (his front 
loop with thumb 
and forefinger of 
left hand. Drop 
long end down 
over front- 


place right fore¬ 
finger. pointing 
up, on bottom 
half of hanging 
pari. Pass up 
behind front 
loop and ... 



Poke resulting 
loop through knot 
behind front loop 
(see illustration). 
Even ends and 
tighten. 


Could you please tell me who said 
‘Pray to God she will help you”? I 
jay Gloria Steiiiera. — G. T. 


Sorry, but you 
!re about 65 years 
ate. Those words 
vere uttered by one 
)f the leaders in the 
tremens’ suffrage 
novement, Alva 
Jelmont. 

The former Ava 
Jmith of Alabama 



narried William K. Vanderbilt in 


.874 and divorced him in 1895, the 
irst Big Society divorce to rock New 
7ork. Soon she married 0. H. P. Bel- 


nont, grandnephew of Admiral Oliv- 


Q Wherl did the three golden 
balls used as a symbol of pawn¬ 
brokers come from? — Sam Birn- 
'baum. 

A From the coat of arms of the 
‘ ' Medici family, introduced to 
: tondon by the Lombard bankers and 
.moneylenders. Some say the posi¬ 
tioning of the bails meant there were 
two chances to one that what was 
pawned would be redeemed. 


Could you please tel! me liotv oM 
Mode! T Fords becatne known as 
“Tin Lizzies.” My boyfriend is an old 
Ford nut and I am sure iny knowl¬ 
edge would impress him as he does 
not know the answer. -^K.K. 


ir Hazard Perry. 

For the rest of her life, Mrs. Bel- 
lont used her name and money to 
jrther women’s rights. She, along 
ath Alice Paul, founded the Nation- 
I Woman’s Party and remained ac- 
!ve in politics until her death at 80 
11933. 

Those famous words were sup- 
osedly spoken when a young 
iffragette despaired of how slowly 
rogress was being, made in the 
3 ual rights fight. 


Anything for true love. At the time 

Model T’s went into production, 
Lizzie was the name used to depict 
the ail-purpose household maid, 
much like the names Jeeves is con¬ 
noted with butlers. Lizzie the maid 
did everything from baking bread to 
cleaning rugs and doing ianudry. 
j Since the Model T was called the all¬ 
purpose vehicle, hauling wood 
' providing transportation to work or 
pleasure or where ever the owner 
vdesired„the car was called the “Tin 
Lizzie.” 


KeaJ names of six f^ous people: 'Typhoid 
Mary Mary Malloii; Tokyo Rose — Iva Toguri 
d’Aquino. PocahontaS' — Matoaka. Johnny Apple- 
seed — John Chapman! Calamity Jane — Martha 
Jane Canary. Mata Hari — Margaretha Geertruida 
Macleod.. 


;; PATTERN FOR DEATH: Anyone 
;Vv|io aspires to be elected president 
bf the United States in 1980 would 
!be well advised to review carefully 
'wliat happened to presidents elect¬ 
ed at 20-year intervals, starting in 
1840. This is called to our attention 
By Father Clarence Liederbach. 

; The .year 1840 saw the election of 
^illiini. tienry Harrison. He caught 
pne.uhaohia during his inauguration 
andidied'April 4, 1841, And thus be¬ 
gan an intriguing pattern, 

Abraham Lincoln, James Garfield 
and William McKinley were elected 
in 1860, 1880 and IIMM), respectively 
~ and you know what happened to 
Them. 

1 Wapren Harding was elected 
■president in 1920, and in 1940 
Franklin D, Roosevelt won election 
•Jor a third term. Both died in office, 
-fn 1960, it was victory for John F. 
^Kennedy, destined to become the 
A'ictim of an assassin, 

E Anybody for vice president in 
^ 980 ? 


A deer of Arctic regions of the 
world, reindeer originally inhabited 
the aindra and northern woodlands 
of Eurasia, migrating in herds 
across great distances' between 
summer and winter grounds. 

Reindeer have been domesti¬ 
cated for centuries by the Lapps, 
Yakuts and Tungus in northern 
Scandinavia and Southern Siberia, 
where they provide meat, milk, 
clothing and transportation. 

A ireindeer can travel 40 miles a 
day, and pull twice it’s own weight 
The reindeer of northern Europe 
and caiibou of North America are 
of the same species, although re¬ 
indeer generally are smaller. 


Wbo Sneaker of the 

House an^ have any Of The Speakers 
ever become President of the United 
States? Could you 
lalso tell me how 
many laws Con¬ 
gress has passed 
/)ver the years ?—J 
•N.I. AxnVvky 
r TTie uhst Speaker 
of the House was 
.'Frederick Muhlen¬ 
berg, a Pennsylva¬ 
nia politician. James Polk is the only 
U.S. President who had served as^ 
Speaker of the House. Congress has * 
passed 84,407 laws since it first con- j 
vened in 1789. J 



speans , wasnmgtun usteiia. ■ 

Edmund iurke,,' the? political 
..writer,, put if aptly in 1795; “the only: 
thing necessary for'the triumph of 
evil is for good men todo, nothing.” 


•enkpniinrf fgj i 


Larger reindeer males can reach 
4 feet high at the shoulders, and 
weigh up to 250 pounds. 


They and caribou are the only 
deer in which the females bear ant¬ 
lers. Those antlers are long and 
slender, with branching points, or 
tines, that usually are broad, or 
palmate, in shape. 


The reindeer’s long fur is light 
brown in sumrrier, whitish in win¬ 
ter. 


It is believed all free-living re¬ 
indeer are descended from escaped, 
domesticated stock, and that no 
truly wild reindeer still exist. 





Every once in so often, one of those tightly wrung 
springs in one of your co-workers’ heads stretches 
morbidly out of shape. At the point where elasticity or 
spongy sproing are bent out like a straightened 
paperclip, the whole department is in for the bumpy ride 
along that grotesquely uneven, misshapen roller coaster 
masquerading as your co-worker’s addled mind. Work 
ethics become extreme, behaviors stream of 
consciousness, customer interaction borders on the 
intimacy of foreplay, and conversations assume a 
frantic, haphazard urgency (especially when they 
continue where they left off, two hours or days ago with 
someone else - who you’re never going to met). 

As you silently watch your co-worker bounce from 
unfinished task to improvisational duty, you are 
confronted with the basic horror of your employment’s 
reality. Just as Kurtz models colonial madness to 
Marlow in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, so too does 
your buoyantly manic co-worker model the absurd 
extremes which mark out the confines of your forty- 
hour-a-week work day. It takes the mad lucidity of the 
co-worker, coo coo for Coco puffs, to illuminate all the 
angry dead spaces and forced society of each 
transaction or task. Burdened by a non-communicative 
language, whose vocabulary is strung together by 
consultant’s misreading of magazine article charts and 



bullet point summaries; functioning in a vacuum where 
rules are arbitrarily un-enforced and procedure is a 
matter of administrative whim; an environment whose 
whole culture prides itself upon a complete political 
subtly, but whose reality is as silent and ominous as a 
neglected housewife’s afternoon drinkrng binge; where 
administrative folly is proved timeless; and you are 
witness to a never-ending parade of mind-boggling 


incompetence. 

The incoherent rambling of that insane co-worker 
makes sense and drives home the inconsistencies of any 
organization more sincerely and efficiently than any 
other possible employee action or response. Neither the 
smart-assed cynic not the doting shit-nosed middle 
manager, responds to the utter frustration and 
overriding sense of futility as does the madness which 


turns the quietly efficient 
perfection. 

God help us all. 



Rolled Flank Flank Meal 

__Brttee or Cook in Liquid- 


into a whirlwind of unfinished 


Seer diary, 
■lo«(ay 'Hvans> Was 
nc.|\/2, and b6tcSi n-e'Wa. 
tVve bM '^e’viizt 



IRISH BLESSING 


"May the road rise to meet you. 

May the >ri.nd be always at your back. 


May the rains fall soft upon your 
fields and until we meet again. 

May God hold you in the palm of his handI" 


Anonymous 
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In a tornado 
producing 
storm, wind 
direction 
changes 
with altitude 
while 
speeds 
increase, 
causing the 
entire system 
to rotate in a , 
mesocyclone. 


Mesocyclom 





At the back end of the 
storm, failing 

precipitation forms 
a downdraft 
adjacent to the 
updraft. The 
downdraft 
retains the 
circular 
momentum 
of the 

mesocyclone 
but is molded 
into a tight spiral 
as it brushes 
against the updraft, 
ii;;. creating a tornado. 


SOURCES: AccuWeather; University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign 


damage scale 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


The Fujita scale rates the 
intensity of a tornado by relating 
it to the resulting damage. Wind 
speeds in the scale are 
approximations or guesses 
based on likely damage, 

SCALE TYPICAL DAMAGIE 

ptfi Light: chimneys; 

..fi ' tree branches; signs 
Winds less 
than 73 mph 


Moderate: peels sui face off 
roads; mobile homes 
overturned or moved off 
foundations; moving cars 
blown off roads 


Considerable: roofs blown off; 
, f j mobile homes demolished; 
L13-157 large trees uprooted 
mph or snapped off 


Fi ; 

73-U2 

mph 


B : 

158-206 

mph 


Severe: roofs/some walls 
blown off well-constructed 
houses; trains overturned; 
most trees uprooted; cars 
lifted off ground 


I Devastating: houses leveled; 
some structures biov/n 
207-280 away; cars thrown; large 
Piph items fly through air 


re ' Incredible: houses leveled 
and swept away; 

261-31 automobile-sized objects fly 
spph through air hundreds of feet 


SOURCE: National Oceanic 
and Atmosplieric Administration 
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This may 
be your 
unlucky 
day 

By BRIAN E. ALBRECHT 

PLAIN DEALEP REPORTEH 

Today's your unlucky day. 

In fact, you may already be a loser ...tf 
you're the superstitious sort who believes 
in tlie various myths surrounding Friday 
the I3th. 

Every year has at least one of 'em, but 
no more than three. This year we had two 

back in March, and today. 

It's a tossup as to who first put the big 
bugaboo on this day/dale. 

Romans considered 13 a death sign, and 
Christians couldn't help but notice that 
that was the same numerical seating ar¬ 
rangement for the Last Supper. 

The dreaded 13. Ships supposedly won't 
set sail on that date. Buildings simply 

skip that nnnr 

the fear of Triscuits or kaleidoscopes, but 
— yep, you guessed it, the baker's duty 
dozen. 

And what day did Adam and Eve nosh 
the forbidden fruit? What day did they 
shuffle off this mortal coil? What day was 
the Crucifixion (dooming future genera¬ 
tions to a certain meatless weekday)? 
What was once called "Hanging Day” be¬ 
cause it was a common day to send crimi¬ 
nals on a one-way bungee jump? 

Friday ... as in "Black Friday," a term 
bestowed on two financial calamities In 
the United States. Ask your banker. 

OK. Friday was Robby Crusoe's best 
(and only) pard. And yes, "Friday's child is 
loving and giving.” 

Maybe it is that nasty oi' number. After 
all. on a 13lh day of the month in history: 

■ Mary, a circus elephant who killed 
three men in Envin, Tenn., in 1918. was 
sentenced to death by hanging — a feat 
accomplished only with the aid of steel ca- 
l]1e attached to a railroad derrick. Some 
5.000 sp(?ctators attended. 

■ Catherine Hoivard, fifth wife of Henry 
VIII of England, was beheaded in 1542. 

■ Oh Susannah, Stephen Foster died in 
his old Kentucky home, probably while 
getting ready to bet the trifecta at the 
(2amptown races. 

■ Gary ("High Noon") Cooper drawled 
his last "yep" at age 60 in 1961, 

■ In 1699, New Yorker Henry Bliss. 66. 
became the first pedestrian to be struck 



Romans considered 13 a 
death sign, and Christians 
couldn't help but notice 
that that was the same 
numerical seating 
arrangement for the Last 
Supper. 


York/New Jersey Holland Tunnel opened, 
providing a direct pipeline between (lie 
Big Apple and the Big Core. 

On the other hand. 2S years ago to this 
day. Carl Stokes proved that blacks can 
reach high places in big<ily politics by 
winning the Cleveland mayoral race. 

So maybe it could tic like any oilier 
day. depending on what you make of it. 

To that end. here's a little exercise in 
Friday the 13th nsk-minimizing: 

13 DONTS FOR PTUDAY THE 13tii 
13. Don't ask Hmvard ithe Human 
Zippo) Stem for a lighL 
12. Don I make n!ser\-ations at the Crys¬ 
tal IaIcp snmmrr Ni-hnrr' all ll><> 


11. Don't ask Sean Penn why his pholo 
isn't in Madonna's latest book. 

10. Don't ask the Cleveland school.?' 
budget-meistei's to balance your check¬ 
book and chew gum at the same time. 

9. Don't stnrch Michael Dean Perry s 
athletic supporter. 

5. Don't challenge George Forbes lu a 
punt, pass anti kick contest with i.'fficc 
rurnilure. 

7. Don't figure that a good sightseeing 
tour.would be cruising 1-295 near .lacVison- 
vine. Fla. 

6. Don't even liiiiik of tr>'ing to make a 
left turn in downtown Cleveland. 

5. Don't open the door if Mike Wallace 
is doing heavy breathing on the other 
side. Ditto for (Geraldo. 

4. Don't ask Spike Lee if "Malcolm X” 
is the "Shaft" of the 'DOs. 

3. Don't bet 4! in the lottery. (That's ivy 
numberl) 

2. Don't chew with your mouth nDcn. 
Molheis still know best. 

1. Don't I'orscl — while bidestej/|3ing 
ladders, tossing salt over your shoulder 



ME : Reference Information, may I help you? 

CRAZY MAN : Yes. I got a question, erm, about, well, just 
how many, aaah, countries, you know, are on our side? 

ME ; On our side...? 

C.M.; Yeah, um, you know...in Iraq? 

ME : I see. Hold on a second. (Looking up the "Coalition of the 
Willing" nations) Well, sir it looks like there are 47 nations that 
are... 

C.M.: Wow! 47! 

ME : Yes, would you like me to read them to you? 

C.M.; Naw, you don’t have to. What I want to know now is, 
um, do you have their phone numbers? 

ME : Excuse me? 

C.M.: You know, their phone numbers? 

ME ; You mean the phone numbers of their Consulate Offices? 
C.M.: Nope. The phone numbers to, um, each one. 

ME : Oh well, the list is a bit long for me to look all of them up 
for you. I would be happy to assist you if... 

C.M.; Right. Um. Well, can you just give me, like the first five? 
ME : Sure. Hold on. (Returning to the phone with the 
International Statesman’s Yearbook. 1 begin to read the first 
number) 

C.M.; Hold on a second! Ar en’t there 800 numbers? 

ME : Toll free numbers to other nation’s governments'^ 

C.M.: Yeah... 

ME : No, I think they are all toll calls... 

C.M. ; Jesus Christ! (Slams the phone down, hanging up on me) 




AUG. ^ M k ye/rtert a^ '«■» ‘t 
Condemns the invasion an(f demands 
tna Immediate arKtunrondltional^wIthdrawarof fraqi troofwr^^j^pv^^^^ 

^UG. 6 113-^ I Cuba and Yemen a£is/flfn 
Orders a trade and financial emt 7^0 of Iraq and occupied f^wait. 
j ^ 1 jyALJG~9 115-0 j •» ^ I K , ^ 

Declares annexatfon of Kuwalt^.rwk and void under rntemational law" 


TV RATINGS 


On-soreen ratings - ■ 
will appear next month. - > . 

MSSmmt Suitable for cHld»n of k 
JSggB||:ages.0antains.little;Qr:.tiO': 

violenoa. strong lariguMe 
, , or gexual content,,;, • ■ 

^^S^ SaShlldra^ 

aBBIrandplde^, 

Suitable for all a^cl|lftbee. 
i, 'r, infrequent ooafse ' 

, language, limited vtolencs, 

some suggestive eexUal 
o; ( dialogue and sltijiatjone. 

IfilHil N^yj&lnappropdate 
■■■■I for children under 14.^' 
Program may contain 
sophisticated themes, 
strong language . , 

’■ and sex ual content. ' 

ESMM , Mature audiences only.' . .' 

May mntatn nrnlana 

, language, graphic 
V 'hn violence and explicit ■ ■ 

■ " sexual content^' ; 


Expands embargo to Ir 
humanptanen aid, U W. 


trafncr^xcept UK^iithOnzed 
dslafpir^lsh^s thatp 


j.V'i^may baussdto break' 


Here are the 12 resolutions adopted by the U.N. Security Council 
since Iraq Invaded Kuwaft on Aug. 2: .. .. _ . v 


Demands that Iraq free all detained foreigners. 

J t Cuba and Yemen abstain > t * 

Gives the United States and.other naval powerslhe rtghtto enfofce-^iv-;’ 
the economic erohs^o: by. hajting .shipping to those countries.- 

and Yemen oppose 

Allows humanitarian food aid Into Iraq or Kuwait only “to relieve human 
suffering,' only the council can decide when those circumstances exist. 

:>y .Condemns fraq‘s^ggre8^hi’spcis^gans^lf>fjw^tl,Q|»jl9Sl<^inT'f^l;i.'' 
'ii?4KuwaJtj:^hcju5llngth^;^bdut^gfTW-we)gqeifi^W»o^g|$:jiY^^|^tfding0A 

EBjBSEPT. 24 l 15-0 li 

Stresses that only the U.N. Sanctions Committee has the power to 
permit food, medicine or other humanitarian aid to be sent Into Ir^ or 
occupied Kuwait. 


QCT. 29 [ 13-0 P Cuba and Yemen abstain 
Holds Iraq liable lor war damages and economic losses, asks for 
evidence of human nghts abuses by occupying forces, demands 
Western embassies in Kuwait City be restocked with food and water 
and demands alt hostages be reieased- 


. Condemns fraq s alleged attempts to drive out Kuwaitis and repopulate 
. their cogntrytfasks the U.N.i Sdcretary:Genera{ to take possession of: 
Kuwaits census and citizenship records for safeKeeiiting. 

Noy. 29 [ 12-2 I China abstains, Cuba and Yemen oppose 
Gives Baghdad "one final opportunity" until Jan. 15 to comply with all 
previous resolutions. After that date, nations allied with Kuwait are 
authorized "to use all necessary means" to force Iraq to withdraw and 
honor the resolutions, a phrase all council members agree would 


fO associated PRES! 




A viewing 
guide for 
fireworks 


* Pistil 

Like the chrysanthemum but 
with a different color 
on the inside 


Round shell 

^fe^egffl^pherical.shape- 


Mafoo 

Loud ba 
light in 1 




Fireworks charges travel up and out,-and 
then explode like a palm tree 


OTPOURRI Choi-se your most fra- 
rant rose petals and air-dry a quart 
f them on paper towels until crisp, 
ut them into an attractive pottery or 
lass jar that has a lid. Sprinkle over 
lem three tablespoons of aromatic 


To learn more about postcards, and post¬ 
card collecting — called deltioiogy by delti- 
ologlsts - you can contact Paul Knapp of 


lixed spices such as ground cloves 
.nd allspice, and a tablespoon of 
lowdered orrisroot—which is the ar- 
imatic roof of an Old World iris, 
ivailable from pharmacies. Stir gen- 


the Western Reserve Postcard Society 
(440/234-4441). The group meets from 
10 a,m. -1 p.m., the third Saturday of the 


ly Put thoroughly, and put the lid on I-^ , 

he jar. Each time you open it, the ufontn, attheL)onauschwabens German- 


ipicy fragrance of a rose garden will 
vaft into the room. The mixture 


American Cultural Center, 7370 Columbia 


ihould keep its strength about a . / Road. Olmsted Falls 

'ear. 












Roundel 

Circle of 

stars 

that 

burst one 
after the 
other 


Chrysanthemum 

Popular pattern that leaves long 
trailers in the sky 


Serpentine 

_ots of small, 
■andom trails of 
[ireworks 


Willow * 

Stay visible until they 
almost hit the ground 


Ring shell 

Symmetrical 
ring of stars : 


ROMAN NUMERALS 

Roman numerals do make very slight use of position. The “digits" are 

I one 

V five 

X ten 

L fifty 

c one hundred 

D five hundred 

M one thousand 

The rule is that the largest digits are placed on the left (16 is xvi), except 
for certain numbers (like 9 = ix, 40 = XL, 900 = dm) in tvhich a lower 
digit to the left of the higher one indicates that the lower one is to be 
subtracted from the hiaher: thus, mcmlxvih = 1968 





'' V V- Tf' 'tic niY. k-wuo- 

1 know the initi^s ZIP as in ZIP 
Code have special meaning but I 
don’t remember what. — F. B. 

It stands for Zoning Improvement 


I Absolute zero is negative 273.15 
degrees Centigrade and is theoreti¬ 
cally unattainable. However, scien¬ 
tists have come within, a millionth 
degree of reacliing it. 



Hale-Bopp comet 




J3J\3I 






Venus oipit 


'3e(5t;S,#S 


yuw So, 


Moon 




Comet discOve(6d:;iJuly23}:.1935: 
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A SLIGHTLY ‘FULLER’FULL MOON 



If the full moon you see tonight seems a bit fuller’ than usual; it’s 
not your imagination. This full moon.coincides with thd rnodn’s 
- Closest approach to Earth, the ‘low point’Or pengee of Its oit 
are more than 31,000 miles closer to our satellite than we afe the 
"moon’s apogee, or most distant point in its orbit, 


Earth 

r®- 


;; moon’s,^ 

' and apogee (A; on theieftj. 

" Illustration.notto scale. 

The “moon effect .... 

The moon often seems much larger when it sits near the hbrizonfhSn when it? 
-is high in the night Sky- This optical illusion is a result of the houses and trees 
>6n the horizon lending their perspective to your view. ' - 
















CRAOiaNG OPEN 
EGG SAFETY 

Need more information on 
eggs and egg safety? Here, are 
three useful sources: 

H The .USDA’s Meat and Poultry 
Hotline answers consumer 
questionsirom lOa.m. to 4 p.m. 
EST weekdays. Telephone 1- 
800-535-4555.. : 

■ ''|he'Phip.,S):ale'Uhiversity Ag¬ 
ricultural-Extension Office for 
Cuyahoga.pdiinty fields ques¬ 
tions ffomj:ito 3 p.m, Tuesdays. 
Telephone.i(216) 397-6000. 

■ The jPartnership for Food 
Safety Education operates an 
Internet Web site: 

', ; htip://www.fightbac org 

i The:Amencan Egg Board’s 
iWeh site addresses all things 
eggs. Check it at: 

http://w-v^-£i^.org 


Fii'st to change Fahren¬ 
heit to Celsius, subtract 32 
from the Fahrenheit temp¬ 
erature and multiply the re¬ 
sult by 5/9. Thus 68 degrees 
Fahrenheit minus 32 is 36 
times 5/9, or 20 degrees 
Celsius. Wasn’t that easy? 

In changing back to Fah¬ 
renheit, mutiply the Celsius 
by 9/5, then add 32. If you’re 
still having trouble, here is 
•a conversion table. 



Above 

0 degrees Celsius 

c = 

= F 

C = F 

C = F 

38=* 

100.4 

25=77 

12=53.6 

37= 

98.6 

24=75.2 

11=51.8 

36= 

96.8 

23=73.4 

10=50 

35= 

95 

22=71.6 

,9=48.2 

34= 

93.2 

21=89.8 

8=46.4 

33= 

91,4 

20=68 

7=44.6 

32= 

89.6 

19=66.2 

6=42.8 

31 = 

87.8 

18=64.4 

5=41 

30= 

86 

17=62.6 

4=39.2 

29 = 

84.Z 

16=60.8 

3=37.4 

28= 

82.4 

15=59 

2=35.6 

27= 

80.6 

14=57.2 

1=33.8 

26 = 

78.8 

13=55.4 

0=32 


Below 

0 degrees Celsius 

•C = 

F 

•C = F 

•C = F 

0= 

32 

8=17.8 

16= 3.2 

1 = 

30.2 

9=15.8 

17= 1.4 

2= 

28,4 

10=14 

18= -0.6 

3 = 

26.6 

11=12.2 

19= -2.2 

4= 

24.8 

12=10.4 

20= -4 

5= 

23 . 

13= 8.6 

21= -5.8 

6= 

21.2 

14= 6.8 

22= -9.4 

7= 

19.4 

15= 5 

23= -9,4 


The Celsius scale is not 
new. It was developed in 
1742 by a Swedish astrono¬ 
mer, who called his new 
scale “centigrade.” His 
name? Anders Celsius, 
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Msplaying the Stars and Stripes properly 

imericans have a number of ways of celebrating National 
lag Day today. 


i symbol, as hd(ra*M smotional 






















ur couniry slandslor Humanilv \ 
A»d may wc be Loyal and W 

fnal ever profecis us- 
Old Olory, llie red, while and 



■ When displayed flat, the union (starred blue 
section) should be uppermost and to the 
observer's left. Over a street, the flag should be 
'suspended verticaHy with the union to the north in 
in east-west street or to the east in a north-south 
itreet. it should hang union out from a horizontal 
itaff. 

Staff in fronL ^ with the 

the v»^ beSS 

. ■'''te lies should ho rti=w....a....... . 
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Jhy the flag is called ‘^YsSromValem, 

Captain William Drwer a 

Massachusetts, left o ^ figg gf 24 

voyages. Friends pres ocean breeze, 

stars^s the banner opened 

:;: 3 Sl^^fprtingj«^-« 

:^SS Gi^"'Eam°e"a nickname for ali American 
flags. 















Big Crusty, Googly Eye Man - Hello sir, can you help 
me? 

Me - Sure. What are you looking for? 

BCGEM - Well, I am trying to find this book. Its called 
How to be a Pee-imp. You got that? 

Me - Well, {checking database) No. Not anything with 
that specific title... 

BCGEM - Yeah, huh. 

Me - Yeah, no. Do you have an author? 

BCGEM - No. {big watery fish eyes boring into me) 
Look, man, I am looking for anything that will, you 
know, tell me how to be a pee-imp, like in ho-in’ out 
the womens. Like a how to... 

Me - Um, not really. I mean we have books by Iceberg 
Slim and Donald Goines, they wrote about being pimps 
and everything. 

BCGEM - No, man, I want like a book that shows you 
everything like step by step. 

Me - Sorry. 

BCGEM - Okay. Alright.. .then. {Looking around at 
the ceiling, scratching dry crusties out of his beard) 
Where you keep the books about the Pomos? 

Me - About the Pomos? You mean like the 
sociological issues surrounding pornography and the 
various debates and interpretations ... or... 

BCGEM - What did you just say? 

Me - Sorry? 


BCGEM - Repeat what you just said. 

Me -1 don’t know what I just said. 

BCGEM -1 am trying to get a book that, you know, 
has shit like about actors and actresses and what they do 
in they movies. 

Me - Like a directory? 

BCGEM - Okay, look. I’ll tell you. I am trying to get 
paid for fucking. You got^iVFthing that will help me 
you know, do that? 

Me -1 don’t think so, no. 

BCGEM - Shit. 

Me - Sorry. 



first woman to run for president 
was?Thankyou —L. L. fg" 

The first woman presidential 
candidate was Victoria C. Woodhull, 
a Wall Street stock broker and pub¬ 
lisher, who ran on the Equal Rights 
'Party ticket in 1872 against Ulysses 
S. Grant. 

She had a controversial platform 
which included free love, short 
skirts, birth control, the end of the 
death penalty, easier divorce laws 
and world government. She and her 
sister spent Election Day in a New 
York City jail facing charges of mis¬ 
use of the mails. 




Victoria Woodhuil 



Amazing similarities V 

If you want to really impress people with your 
knowledge of historical trivia, bone up on these 
incredible parallels in the lives of Abraham Lincoln 
and John F. Kennedy, as provided by Outside Info: 

H Lincoln was elected in 1860 and Kennedy in 1960. 

H Both were slain on a Friday in the presence of 
their wives. 

13 Lincoln’s assassin, John Wilkes Booth, was born in 
1839 and Lee Harvey Oswald, Kennedy’s assassin, in 
1939. 

g Lincoln’s secretary, whose name was Kennedy, 
advised him not to go to the theater; Kennedy’s secre¬ 
tary, whose name was Lincoln, advised him not to go 
to Dallas. 

H Booth shot Lincoln in a theater and ran to a ware¬ 
house; Oswald shot Kennedy from a warehouse and 
ran to a theater. 

il Both assassins were killed before being brought to 
trial. 

S The presidents’ successors both were named John¬ 
son; both also were southern Democrats and were in 
the Senate. Andrew Johnson was born in 1809 and 
Lyndon Johnson in 1909. 

■ Lincoln’s wife and Kennedy’s wife each lost a 
child while in the White House. 

B The names Kennedy and Lincoln each contain 
seven letters, their assassins’ full names each have 15 
letters and both presidents’ successors’ full names 
have 13 letters. 





mm 





® Franklin D. Roosevelt Library in Hyde Paih, N Y , 
dedicated 1946, museum in June 1941 . 

© Harry S. Truman Library hi Independence, Mo., opened July 1957 

Cl Herbert Hoover Library in West Branch, Iowa, opened Aug. 1962 

@ Dwight D. Elsenhower Library m Abilene, Kansas, opened May 1962 
museum Nov. 1954 

j @ John F. Kennedy Library in Boston, opened Oct 1979 


m Lyndon Baines Johnson Library at the University of Texas 
campus in Austin opened May 1971 

Gsrsid R. Ford Library at the Umvefsily of Michigan tn Ann Arbor opened 
April 1980. The museum in Grand Rapids opened Sept. 1981 

© Jimmy Carter Library in Atlanta opened Oct. 1986 

© Ronald Reagan Library opened in Nov 4, 1991 at 
Simi Valley, Calif, 


} Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Center in Fremont, Ohio, is 
library and museum not operated by the National Archives 
It is supported by private donations 

) Richard Nixon is scheduled to open a private library 

in Yorba Linda, Calil, and il will be privately funded 


(he only^ 







How 10 avoid jet lag: 

1. DETERMINE BREAKFAST TIME at destination on day ol 
arrival. 

2. FEAST FAST-FEAST-FAST on home time. Start three days 
before departure day. On day one, FEAST; eat heartily with 
high-protein breakfast and lunch and a hIgh-carbohydrate 
dinner. No coffee except between 3 and 5 p.m. On day two, 
FAST on light meals of salads, light soups, fruits and juices. 
Again, no coffee except between 3 and 5 p.m. On day three, 
FEAST again. On day four, departure day, FAST; if you drink 
calleinaled beverages, take them in morning when traveling 
west, or between 6 and 11 p.m. when traveling east. Going 
west, you may fast only half day. 

3. BREAK FINAL FAST at destination breaklasi time. No 
alcohol on plane. If flight is long enough, sleep until normal 
breakfast lime at destination, but no inter. Wake up and 
FEAST on high-protein breakfast. Stay awake, active. Con¬ 
tinue day's meals according to meal times at destination. 


FEAST on high protein b'eaklasts and lunches to stimulate the 
body's active cycle. Suitable meals include steak, eggs, 
hamburgers, hIgh-proteIn cereals, green beans. 

FEAST on hlgh-carbohydrate suppers to stimulate sleep. They 
Include spaghetti and other pastas (but no meatballs), 
crepes (but no meat filling), potatoes, other starchy 
vegetables, and sweet desserts. 

FAST days help deplete the liver’s store of carbohydrates and 
prepare the body's clock tor resetting. Suitable foods in¬ 
clude fruit, light soups, broths, skimpy salads, unbuttered 
toast, half pieces of bread. Keep calories and car¬ 
bohydrates to a minimum. 



SPANISH-AjWERICAiv V 

Toto Toni^hr 


Sayings: “Remember the Maine!’’ 
“You may fire when you are ready, 
Gridley.” “A splendid little war.” 


OZ X05UJ H-SUi 


I forget what states 

exactly. Could you to put 

it in my office but I want the. correct 
wording.—T.H. 

Parkinson’s Law states, ’’Work expands 
so as to fill the time available for its 
completion.” ' , ^ •. 

COUNTDOWN 

12 3 4 

FEAST FAST FEAST FAST BREAK FINAL FAST 




Coftee, tea, cola, other caffeinatsci 
beverages allowed only between 3 
and 5 p.m. 



Westbound: if you 
drink caffeinaled 
beverages, take them 
morning before depar¬ 
ture. Eastbound: take 
them between 6 and 
11 p.m. If flight is long 
enough, sleep until 
destination breakfast 
time. Wake up and 
FEAST, beginning 
with a high-protein 
breakfast. Lights on. 
Slay awake and 
active. 


ARGONNE NATIONAL LABORATORY 

ANTI-JET-LAG DIET 

The Argonne Antl-Jet-Lag Diet Is helping travelers^quickly adjust 
their bodies' internal clocks to new lime zones. It is'also being 
used to speed the adjustment of shiftworkers, such as power 
plant operators, to periodically rotating work hours. The diet was 
developed by Dr. Charles F. Ehre! of Argonne’s Division of 
Biological and Medical Research as an application of his fun¬ 
damental studies of the daily biological rhythms of animals. 
Argonne National Laboratory is one of the U. S. Department of 
Energy's major centers of research in energy and the fundamen¬ 
tal sciences. Argonne National Laboratory, 9700 South Cass 
Avenue, Argonne, Illinois 60439 






Yesterday, a woman called inquiring about some 
German chocolate candy maker named Sollwerck. After 
looking and searching and offering tips to stores, 
distributors, and contact information she could contact 
in order to obtain this product, she asked me my name. 
When I told her, she launched into a calm stream of 
crazy... 

“My father’s name was John Alvin Williams 
and they put him in the hospital when I was in 
California, I was in the group then and at first they 
would not tell me that I could see him until I came 
home. Since I came here and he has not been in the 
hospital I went to see him and they would only give me 
a pillow to hold on to. Just one pillow, can you believe 
that? You see when I was in the Group we knew about 
those kids. The ones coming up now, they pull hair and 
knock they teeth out. My father had the cancer and no 
blanket even though they treated him well. When I 
came back here I was allowed to stay with him for two 
nights and that is when I tried to tell them about those 
hair pulling toothless kids and how they were all out of 
control and I want to warm them but since I moved 
back there are no homes or groups like in California 
that will listen. And the hospital food was so BAD you 
KNOW-whatimsayin’! So I took my pillow and went 
out for food and when I got back my father still did not 


ave a bla^et and I think it was because maybe those 
nurses had to raise those hair pulling toothless kids at 
home and they thought a blanket would let me know 
at they knew that what I knew was not good. Well 
John. John, right? You have a bless’d day.” 


sav bP h t ^ they 

o^t "e h^ma U combined effect of wind and cold 

the human skin. The previous formula was based on research 
about how wind affects the rate at which water freezes 
NEW TABLE /, / 

Pi? [C,\x<. ci 

Frostbite occurs in || Frostbite occurs in 
=»bout 30 minutes. about 10 minutes. 


g Frostbite occurs in 
^ about 5 minutes. 


Temperature ('’F) 

Calm^ 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0 -5 -10 -is -20 -25 


5 

36 

31 

25 

19 

13 

10 

34 

27 

21 

15 

9 

15 

32 

25 

19 

13 

6 

3 20 

30 

24 

17 

11 

4 

I 

29 

23 

16 

9 

3 

i 30 

(U 

28 

22 

15 

8 

1 

28 

21 

14 

7 

0 

c ^ 

27 

20 

13 

6 

-1 

§ 45 

26 

19 

12 

5 

-2 

50 

26 

19 

12 

4 

-3 

55 

25 

18 

11 

4 

-3 

60 

25 

17 

10 

3 

-4 


7 1 -5 -11 

3 -a -10 -16 
0 -7 -13 -19 

-2 -9 -15 -22 
-4 -11 -17 -24 
-5 -12 -19 -26 
-7 -14 -21 -27 
-8 -15 -22 -29 
-9 -16 -23 -30 
10 -17 -24 -31 
-11 -18 -25 -32 
-II -19 -26 -33 


■16 -22 
■22 -28 
•26 -32 
-29 -35 

-31 *37 
■33 ;-39 
-34 -41 
-36 -43 
-37 -44 

-39 -46 
-40 '-4& 


SOURCE: National Weather Service 


-28 -34 -40 
-35 -41 T47:t 
-39 ,*4S;:r::i51-. 
-42@i48yM'' 
^■44^':®. ;-sa ■ 

-46'.. .S3;*%p:, 
*48 --5S’’-62 
•50 '-57'-64‘. 
-51 -58 -6S 
-52 -60 -67 
-S4 -61 -68 
-55' -62 -69 
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“They would be interested in anything of interest.” 
woman looking for nonfiction video tapes. 


Did you know ... 

... that a hero of the American 
Revolutionary War was a Polish- 
Lithuaniasi nobleman? 

Tadeusz Kosciuszko (1746-1817) 
was born in the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania at a time when it was 
united with Poland. He chose to 
become a soldier, attended the 
military academy in Luneville. 
Because of his outstanding record. 
King Stanislaw granted him a 
'‘scholarship” to study military 
tactics at the best French military 
schools. With this background and 
training he v;as unable to get a 
commission in the Polish Army, 
since commissions had to be pur¬ 
chased, and he was without the 
necessary funds. 

A lover of liberty, and hearing 
of the American colony’s fight for 
independence, he made his way to 
Philadelphia in 1776 and was hired 
by that city’s defense committee. 
His training did not go unnoticed, 
and later in 1776 he was asked to 
serve in the army under General 
Horatio Gates for the purpose of 
erecting fortifications where 
necessary. 

His system of fortifications near 
Saratoga, New York are believed 
to have been instrumental in the 
eventual victory of General Gates 
over the British General 


you know 

Queen Elizabeth's full title is; Her Most 
.Excellent Majesty Elizabeth II; Elizabeth 
Alexandra Maty of Windsor by the grace of 
..God of the United Kingdom; Canada and 
her other Realms and Territories Queen; 
Head of the Commonwealth; Defender of 
the Faith; Soverelg|i of the British Orders 
,ot Knighthood and‘Sovereign Head of the 
(Order of Canada and of the Order of St. 
John; Captain General of the Royal Regi¬ 
ment of Artillery and the Honorable Artil¬ 
lery Company; CoIonel-ln-Chief ,of tbe life 
Guards, the Royal Horse Guard, the Royal 
Scotts Greys (and Dragoons), the 16th-Sth 
the Queens Royal Lancers, the Royal Tank 
Regiment, the Corp of Royal Engineers, the 
Grenadiers Guards, the Coldstream 
Guards, the Scotts Guard, the Irish Guard, 
the Welsh Guard, the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 
the Loyal Regiment (N. Lancashire) and 
Greenjackets K.R.R.C., the Argyll and Suth¬ 
erland Hllanders, Royal Malta Artillery, 
;R.A.O.C.; the Duke of Lancaster's Own Yeo¬ 
manry, Honorary Colonel Queen's Own 
Warwickshire and Worcestershire Yeo- 
^nry; Captain-General Combined Cadet 
Force; Captain General Royal Regiment of 
Canadian Artillery; Colonel-ln-Chlef Corps 
.of Royal Canadian Engineers, Royal 23nd 
foglment, the Royal Canadian Ordinance 
Corps, the King's Own Calgary Regiment 
(RCAC), Governor General's Foot Guards, 
the Canadian Grenadier Guards, Le Regi¬ 
ment de la Chaudiere, the Royal New 
Brunswick Regiment, 48th Highlanders of 
Canada and the Argyl and Sutherland High¬ 
landers of Canada (Princess Louise's); Aire 
Commadore-ln-Cblef R.C.A.F. Auxiliary, 
and Honorary Commissioner Royal Cana¬ 
dian Mounted Police, RCMP. (UPI) 


P-P. 7-9-qf 



stand for? I have always wondered but 
didn’t know who to ask. — J.D. 

This particular sign was first used in 
Italy and represents the word “recipe” 
meaning “take.” However, such a syinboi 
dates back to far more ancient times. 
Roman physicians first used the sign of 
the planet Jupiter — an elongated numer¬ 
al 2 with a slash across the bottom line_ 

to invoke the aid of Jupiter himself, the 
father of the Roman gods. 


How numbering 
system works 

ASSOCIATED PpFgK! 

Details about the phone num¬ 
bering system; 

The iNTgrth American Number¬ 
ing Plan governs phone number 
assignments for the United 
States, Canada and the Carib¬ 
bean. The basic phone number 
has 10 digits, including the area 
code. Some areas require the di¬ 
aling of “1 ” before the 10 digits. 

THE AREA CODE: The first 
three digits. The United States 
has 205 area codes, pins special 
codes for toll-free and other calls. 
Canada has 20 and the Caribbean 
nations have 21. Before 1995, all 
area codes had a “0” or a “1” in 
the middle digit to let phone 
equipment recognize the number 
as an area code. That restriction 
was lifted in 1995 because the in¬ 
dustry was running out of combi¬ 
nations. The first digit of the area 
code is never a “0” or a “1.” 

THE PREFIX: The exchange, 
or middle three digits. These dig¬ 
its tell computer and switching 
equipment how to route a call to a 
specific central office within an 
area code. The numbers also help 
with billing, as two billing regions 
may not haffe the same prefix. 
Each area code has 792 prefix 
combinations. The first digit is 
never a "0” or a “1,” and combi¬ 
nations that end in “11,” such as 
911, are reserved. 

THE LINE NUMBER: The last 
four digits. There are 10,000 
combinations for each prefix, and 
these numbers route the call to 
the specific telephone user. 


Nearly all plastic containers display a symbol showing they are recyclable, but recycling 
centers don't collect most plastics. The symbol has seven variations that were supposed 
to help people sort plastics. 


A primer for sorting 
through theconfusion: 



PETE 


Abbreviation stands lor polyethylene 
lerephthalale. used mainly in piasdc soda 
bottles and some microwavable food frays. 
The most widely recycled plastic, with a 
27 4%t recycling rate. 



HOPE 


High density polyethylene. Used in milk and 
juice jugs, water containers, laundry 
detergent battles, cleaning fluids and many 
household products like aspirin bottles. 
Often accepted by recyclers; 10.4 % rate. 



Vinyl-polyvinyl chloride. Cooking oil 
containers, some water bottles, wrap for 
meats. Rarely recycled, with rate of slightly 
more than 1 %. 


LDPE 

Low density polyethylene. Plastic 
shopping bags, margarine and dairy 
, tubs. Slightly rhore than 1% is recycled. 


Polypropylene. Yogurt cups, kelchup 
bottles. 1% Is recycled. 

PP 


PS 

Polystyrene. Insulating plastic foam 
commonly used in disposable plates, 
cups, thermoses, meat trays; clear 
version used in salad trays. 1.5% 
recycled. 

other 

Packaging that contains more than one 
plastic. Some drink bottles, food containers, 
containers for ready-made lunches. Rarely 
recycled. 


TRANSCRIPT FROM LIVE WEB REFERENCE 


bank: (19:59:14) I would like to know who died in a car 
accident from 1900-1920. This person lived in Lakewood, 
possibly at 17830 Lake Ave. I think that they drove off the 
cliff, and plummetted into Lake Erie. I’m not sure if it was an 
accident or a suicide. Any information about this would be 
helpful. Reason being that I think they haunt the location to 
this day. Any info would help with clarity/closure to this 
situation. Thanks for your time and effort. 

LibrarianlQ: (20:05:17) I do not have archives going that 
far back. I would suggest that you contact either the 
Lakewood Library or the Downtown library's city directories 
and then cross reference in the newspaper...but I am 
searching haunted ohio sites right now to see what I can 
find. 


bank; (20:05:56) the thing is that this haunt is not widely 
known i'm one of only two people who have seen this spectre 




God bless America 


by Irring Berlin 
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While the storm clouds gather 
Far across the sea, 

Let us swear allegiance 
To a land that's frees 
Let us all be grateful 
For a land so fair. 

As we raise our voices 
In a solemn prayer. 

. fr '(liJ 

God bless America, j^< f 

Land that I love, ' 

Stand beside her and gnide bar 
Thru the night with a light frcsa above 




^ . ' “ 


, gt'snoimtains, to the prairies 
'* the oceans ■jdiite with foam. 


A; 
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God bless America 
' My home sweet home. 


CkJMj'H set 
Ot<jD(^R 


p ^ /K 
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Medical malpractice; A case history 

On average, more than 600 medical malpractice cases are filed in Cuyahoga County Common Plea; 
Court each year. Few ever will make it to trial. Most are either dismissed, dropped or settled out of 
court. Here is a look at medical malpractice cases since 1992, 


6,726 cases filed since 1992 

gfl Medical malpractice cases filed 



Lawyers flooded the court with lawsuits before a "tort 
reform” law took effect limiting how much a jury could 
award victims for noneconomic damages such as pain 
and suffering. 


The Ohio Supreme Court struck down 
the law in 1999. Another bill proposing 
such restrictions is awaiting action in 
the Ohio Senate. 


'lOTE: Because of the pace of court proceedings, 96 cases filed in 2000 are still pending, as are 488 filed in 2001 and all cases filed this year. 
' 2002 cases ere through Sept. 23. 


Outcome of medical malpractice cases filed, 1992-2000 

j.- 5,562 cases filed 

Settled or dismissed before trial . 1 


Went to trial 


83% 


.Other"" 


4,633 cases were settled or dismissed 


Usually settled 
in patient's favor - 
40% 



Usually settled 
in doctor's favor 
60% 


347 cases 
went to trial 


Patient wins 

29% 




Settled or dismissed 
during trial 
11 % 

- Doctor wins 

60% 


Pending, transfered to other courts, taken to arbitration. 
(Percentages do not equal 100 because of rounding.) 


SOURCE; Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court 


THE PLAIN DEALER 


Ohio medical malpractice insurance rate increases oastpace California 

Four years ago, doctors in Ohio and California paid similar rates for malpractice insurance. Today, 
doctors in Ohio typically pay much more. Cleveland-area and Uos Angeles-area physicians pay the 
most. This comparison is based on a sampling of rates in effect on July 1 of each year. 



STATEWIDE 

CLEVELAND AREA ONLY 

Ohio 

1998 

2002 

1998 

2002 

Internal medicine 

$5,644 to $10,462 

$9,357 to $22,595 

$6,266 to $10,462 

$13,924 to $22,595 

General surgery 

$20,528 to $37,940 

$34,524 to $74,554 

$25,849 to $37,940 

$57,516 to $74,554 

Obstetrics and gynecology 

$37,627 to $61,364 

$46,400 to $152,496 

$50,692 to $61,364 

$7458Uo $152,496 


STATEWIDE 

LOS ANGELES AREA ONLY 

California 

1998 

2002 

1998 

2002 

Internal medicine 

$5,776 to $10,416 

$4,919 to $2U57 

$7,508 to $10,416 

$9,070 to $21,157 

General surgery 

$20,792 to $32,940 

$17,776 to $49,436 

$27,024 to $32,940 

$25,330 to $49,436 

Obstetrics and gynecology 

$34,648 to $60,856 

$28432 to $75,276 

$45,040 to $60,856 

$43,350 to $75,276 


















—Rating chart for firewood— 


TYPE 

Apple 

Ash 

Beech 

Black locust 
Cherry 
Cedar 
Elm 

Hemlock 
Hickory 
Red oak 
Sugar maple 
White birch 
White pine 


EASE OF 

STARTING 

Poor 

Fair 

Poor 

Poor 

Poor 

Excellent 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Poor 

Good 

Excellent 


COALING 

QUALITIES 

Excellent 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Poor 

Good 

Low 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Good 

Poor 


SPARKS 

FRAGRANCE 

HEATING 

QUALITIES 

Few 

Excellent 

Good 

Few 

Slight 

Good 

Few 

Slight 

Excellent 

Very few 

Slight 

Excellent 

Few 

Excellent 

Good 

Many 

Good 

Fan- 

Very few 

Fair 

Good 

Many 

Good 

Fair 

Moderate 

Slight 

Excellent 

Few 

Fair 

Excellent 

Few 

Good 

Excellent 

Moderate 

Slight 

Good 

Moderate 

Good 

Fair 
















ASSOCIATED PRESS 

V-J Day, or Victory over Japan 
Day, is marked on two days almost 
three weeks apart. 

It is formally observed Aug. 15. 
But Sept. 2,1945, the day the Japa¬ 
nese signed the instrument of sur¬ 
render aboard the USS Missouri, is 
also called V-J Day. 

Japan sent word to the Allies on 
Aug. 14, 1945, that it had accepted 
surrender terms. On that day. Presi¬ 
dent Harry S. Truman announced in 
Washington he had received a mes¬ 
sage from the Japanese government 
and said, “I deem this reply a full 
acceptance of the Potsdam Declara- 


tion which specifies the uncondi- 
an tional surrender of Japan." 

Emperor Hirohito confirmed 
Japan’s capitulation in a national 
t5. radio broadcast that began in Tokyo 
la- atnoon,Japantime, Aug. 15,1945 — 
ir- 14 hours ahead of the U.S. East 
is Coast. The United States was on War 
Time — or double daylight saving 
on time. When Hirohito began his 
ed broadcast, it was 10 p.m.. Eastern 
si- War Time, Aug. 14. 
in Such standard references as Web- 
js- ster’s New World Dictionary and 
nt Simon & Schuster Encyclopedia of 
ill World War II refer to V-J Day as 
■a- falling on Aug. 15 and Sept. 2. 
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.. animals & society 


Faithful 

&True 

The original “Man’s Best Friend” 

If you’ve ever wondered where the phrase “a roan’s best 
friend is his dog” came from, here’s the story: 

In 1870, the case of Burden vs. Hornsby came to court in 
Warrensburg, Missouri. Charles Barden was suing 
Leonidas Hornsby for the shooting of his dog, Old Dram, 
who had wandered onto Hornsby’s property. 

The case went all the way to the Supreme Court of Mis¬ 
souri, where Senator Graham Vest addressed the court 
on behalf of Old Drum. 

Only the first half of Sen. Vest's speech has been preserved. 
After he had delivered his eulogy to Old Drum, Charles 
Burden won his case and was awarded $50 in damages. 

In 1958, a statue of Old Drum was placed outside the 
Johnson County Courthouse In Warrensburg. 

Here’s what Sen. Vest told the court: 



Gentlemen of (he Jury: The best friend a man has In this 
world may (urn against him and become hla enemy. His son 
or daughter that he has reared with loving care may prove 
ungrateful. Those who are nearest and dearest to us. ihose 
whom W9 trust with our happiness and our good narrte. may 
become traitors to their faith. The money that a man has. he 
may lose. It flies away from him, perhaps when he needs ft 
the most. A man's reputation may be sacrificed In a moment 
of Ill-considered action. TTie people who are prone to fall on 
their knees to do us honor when success Is with us may be 
the first to throw the stone of malice when failure settles its 
cloud upon our heads. The one absolutely unselfish friend ' 
that a man can have in this selfish world, the one that never 
deserts him and the one that never proves ungrateful or 
treacherous Is his dog. 

'Gentleman of the Jury, a man's dog stands by him In pros¬ 
perity and in poverty, in health and in sickness. He will sleep 


on the cold ground, where the wintry winds blow and the snow 
drives flerceiy, if only he may be near his master’s side. He 
will kiss the hand that has no food to offer, he will lick the 
wounds and sores that encounter the roughness of the world. 
He guards the sleep of his pauper master as if he were a 
prince. When all other friends desert, he remains. When riches 
lake wing and reputation falls to pieces, he is as constant in 
his love as the sun in its )ourney through the heavens. 

‘■If fortune drives the master forth an outcast In the world, 
friendless and homeless, the faithful dog asks no higher privi¬ 
lege than that of accompanying him to guard against danger, 
to fight against his enemies. When the last scene of all comes, 
and death takes the master In its embrace and his body is 
laid away in the cold ground, no matter if all other friends 
pursue ttieir way, there by his graveside will the noble dog be 
found, his head between his paws, his eyes sad but open in 
alert watchfulness, faithful and true even to death," '&• 
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"Nn man is an island. B28,3-D718C 

(not a first line) 

From Devotions ffl7 by John Donne 

Mo man is an island enti'>“e of itself; et?erv- 
man is a piece of the continent% nart of she 
maiinti-f a clod he washeu i / by the sea, 
Europe is the less, as well as if a promon^tary 
were, as well as if a manor of thy friends or 
of thine own 'were; any man's death diminishes 
me because I an involved in mankind; and there 
-•f-ore i j,sver send to know for whom the beM 
tolls: it tolls for thee. 

fci’JATi-crr'-i i'ifi, ild 



Car youth toda^r love luxury. They have 
bad manrier-Sj contempt for authority, 
disrespect for older people. Children 
nowdays are tyrants. They contradict 
their parents, gobble their food and 
tyrannise their teachers. 


ijilj « 



j Who was the first woman to become a rabhtf 

negina Jonas. Ordained by the Academy for the Science of 
I V Judaism in Berlin in 1935, two years after Adolf Hitler became 
chancellor of Germany, Rabbi Jonas ministered to Jews in nursing 
and old-age homes, giving them dignity and courage during that 
dark era. She had the opportunity to emigrate from Germany, but 
refused, wanting to remain with her people. Rabbi Jonas died in 
Auschwitz at age forty-two. 

It would take another thirty-seven years before another woman 
entered the rabbinate. On June 3, 1972, the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege-Jewish Institute of Religion ordained Sally J. Priesand in 
Regina Jonas Cincinnati. As a rabbinic student, Priesand had been the object 

bf intense media attention, but after her ordination she found 
that many congregations were not interested in a full-time female rabbi. In 1972, Stephen Wise 
Free Synagogue in Manhattan engaged her as an assistant and, later, associate rabbi. She 
accepted a part-time pulpit at Temple Beth El in Elizabeth, New Jersey in 1979 and two years 
ater became the spiritual leader of Monmouth Reform Temple in Tinton Falls, New Jersey a posi¬ 
tion she has held for the past twenty-one years. Since her ordination thirty years ago 392 women 
have become rabbis in the Reform Movement. 


LET'S TALK! 






E^er since veltow riUhons became pop¬ 
ular 10 rears ago wlien Aniericons were 
held lioslage in Iran, various observers 
have tried lo thread the remembrance 
symbol as Tar back in American hislot? aS' 
tiie Civil War, 

Manv believe women began tying yel¬ 
low ribbons in Uieir hair when they 
wailed for their sweethearts lo rcLuni 
iVom battle. But Gerald Parsons, a Ll- 
braiw of Congress researcher, finds iL 
more likely that America's romance with 
yellow ribbons comes from a John Wayne 
movie and un error in ii Mitcli Miller 
songbook 

The IfHf) movie "She Wore a ^'el'ow 
Hibbon." sloiring Wayne and 
Drii was u cavalry lale about the Old 
West, Before loo long its theme song, 
•'lAroiincl Her Neckl She Wore o ^elio\v 
Kibbon."WBsaiiopnlDr hit. 

The song was snbsettnenlly published 
in the IMl ••Sing-AlongWilh Mitch” book 
li«ling It 85 an old Army marching song 
bhed on a traditional theme. 

Instead. Parsons discovered llta song 
had been registered for copyright many 
limes. The earlie.sl iiislaiice. in 1917, was 
George Norton's vei-sion "Round Her 
Neck She Weai-s a Yeller Ribbon iFor 
Her Lover Who Is Fur. Fur Away,)' 

The song was known in many varia¬ 
tions to college students in the 1920s and 
1930s. Parsons mentions one version 
from Frank Lynn's "Songs for Swinging 
Housemolliers"' 

• Around her knee, slie wore a purple 
«arler- she wore it in the .springtime, and 
m the month of May. And if you a.sked 
her whv the hell she wore it — she wore 
It for her Williams man whos far. far 
away," 

Parsons further traced the song back lo 
"Ail Round My Hal." a curious dialect 
.song performed in minstrel shows m the 
late 18305: 

"All |■oulld my hat, 1 vears a green wil¬ 
low — all round m.v hat. for twelve month 
and a dav: If hanyone should lux. the 
reason vy 1 vears ii - lei! them that my 
true love is far. far away. 



John Wavne led the cavalry in "She Wore a Yellow RiSbon," a movie which 
furthered America's romance with the ribbon as a symbol of remembrance. 

with the Amehcairt who waited moi'c 
Ihoii a rear for (lie release of 52 Amen- 
Ellen Lambing of cans held hostage in Irnn. 


Ellen Lambing of 
Cincinnati introduced the 
new symbol (orange 
ribbons) in August when 
her son was called to 
se rve in Saudi Arabia. _ 

This, in turn, dales back to an English 
street song. It was referred to in Shake- 
speares ‘Othello." Parsons says. b«i 
without the yellow ribbons. 

It seems yellow ribbons became a pop¬ 
ular symbol only alter the release of "Tie 
a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak 
Tree." Ihe 1973 hit song that told of the 
homecoming given lo a released pri.s- 
oner. 

Tony Orlando, who recorded the song, 
said yellow ribbons marked the home¬ 
coming of POWs returning from Vietnam. 
Bui the practice was mainly associated 


In an interview with the Wasliin«lon 
Post songwriters Laro' Brown and Irwin 
Levine said that they wrote "Tie a Yel¬ 
low Ribbon Round Uie Ole Oak Tier 
based on a story Brown liad heard in tin- 
Army, not IVom a Civil War liinc. riio 
story Brown heard realured a wliifc 
kerchief as a homecoming symbol, but 
the .songwriters decided to substitute yel¬ 
low ribbons for poelic reasons. 

The newest remembrance ribbons in 
America - bright orange - arc ded¬ 
icated .solely lo ihe military men _.ind 
women serving in the Persian Gulf. Ellen 
Lambing of Cincinnati introduced Ihc 
now .symbol in August when her son was 
called lo sen-e in ."iaurli Arabia. ha,siiiiS! 
about for 3 symbol Dial wa.s not ron- 
necled to olher events, she began lying 
orange ribbons on her porch column m- 
ci>' day. Before long, Amcriva had t aught 


http: //www .mar gomitchell. com/ orders. htm 



ME : Reference Information may I help you. 

DRUNK GUY : (slurring and pausing in-between 
syllables) May I ob-tain from you an al-pha or num-eric 
search? 

ME : I'm sorry. 

DRUNK GUY : (speaking louder) MAY I OB-SAIN 
CON-VERSING WITH YOU AN AL-FAA ORNUM- 
METRIC SEARCH? 

ME : Yes. I suppose...what are you searching for? 
DRUNK GUY : Property site specific data. 

ME : Excuse me? 

DRUNK GUY : The deed holder or proprietors 
individual adhering responsibility for a specific site of 
property. 

ME : You want to know who owns a business? 
DRUNK GUY : Possibly. And maybe in who’s 
possession the land deed is and if at all feasible the 
name of the corporate individual who is solely 
responsible for the sites property. 

ME : Right. What is the adi-ess... 

DRUNK GUY ; Well, here is the thing about that.. .All 
I have is the area code and telephone digits to which 
this property’s telephone may be assigned. 

ME : I see. What are those numbers? (DRUNK GUY 
gives me a phone number and I look up the business 
which just happens to be a Bar/Tavern) 

DRUNK GUY : I thank you. 




























